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choose a favorable moment and start it  yourself. 5When you initiate a conflagration bein such aposition that it will naturally

move away from you and towards a vita of the enemy.Don't attack when a conflagration could engulf both  armies. Winds  that

fires, both in the

enemy's

camp and in your own. And preparationsmust  be kept in constant readiness. The useof this  specia knowledge as a method of attack

brings about an al consuming fire. But theuse of direct / forceasamethod of attack is like a flood of water which requires a superabundance of strength.
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Through use _ of bruteforce the enemy may be assaulted but he will rarely be robbed of his vitals, forhe will  withdraw to safety  before
—
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disaster ensues. Unhappy are those who attempt attacks without cultivating this  specia knowledge of the art of war, for they will

beimpeded by poor timing and reluctanceinthe  field. There is asaying, 'The wise sovereign makespreparationswell inadvanceandthe  wise genera
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develops his capability before he fights." Don't mobilize your army necessity for it. Don't send your troops  to the field
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until there are specific securities to be acquired. Don't fight unless  the soldiers aredesperate.  War is dangerous! Don't resort to  war except when



