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In the faceof a battle a general would be foolish to equipment to  the ground, for that

will neither prevent the flight of his soldiers, nor will it unifying principleisto set up one standard
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of fear which al must face together  or die done. To make  the best of both honorable and timorous men, entrap them together

through proper use of the grounds. The  skillful general may then conduct his fear-filled army aseasily asif hewere leading a single blind man
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through  the valley of death. This is the businessofthe  general doneandhemust  be silent about his plot, to  secure absolute

secrecy. He must remain courageous and just and in this way maintain order. He must peplex hishigher officersaswell ashis men by false reports and

and never give
insist on obedience reasons for any order. By adtering his plans

and dispositions he keeps hisown men and spies without specific knowledge. And by moving his campand taking crooked routes, he prevents

his real goal. At the decisve moment the genera appearsasif hehasguidedthe amy to a great height and

kicked away the ladder behind them. He drives his men to the  very depths of a hostile territory before he shows them the



