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within itself. Don't attack anarmy when well organized andconfident. That is the art of observing circumstances. ‘The
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fundamental ruleof combat is, don't advanceup gradient against anenemy, or oppose him when hecomes down gradient. ‘Don't pursue any army which

pretends to flee! Don't attack men who areeager to fight! Don't swallow baits proffered by the enemy! Create in the enemy

the desire to go home! When we surround men, |eave themsome hope of escape! Never drivean enemy to desperation!" That is from the classics

on military  method.
CHAPTER 8 The Sovereign's Word The general isappointed to  command by the people's sovereign he takes the army and focuses its

power onthe enemy.But there are paths of action which the general must not pursue. There arearmieswhich he must not  attack,
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towns which he must not besiege, positions which he " must not contest and commands from the sovereign which he must

not obey. The genera inthe field, who understands the ninevarieties of ground, will know best how to
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direct the amy. The sovereign a& homecan't beinformedof the  subtleties of the situation in the field. He may be



